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Preface

The “International Conference on Life Cycle Assessment in the Agri-Food Sector” that
has taken place from September 22nd to September 24th, 2010 in Bari (Italy) – LCA Food
2010, in short – is the seventh in a series of events that include Brussels (1996, 1998),
Göteborg (2001, 2007), Horsens (2003), and Zurich (2008). All the previous editions have
been successful in terms of both participation and scientific quality of the presented papers,
thus really contributing to build a reputation as a reference event for the Food LCA scien-
tific community. 

The topics the Conference deals with are of great interest, since the contribution of the
products in the food and drink sectors to the environmental impact of the private con-
sumption has been estimated to be about 20 to 30% in the EU. Recently, the European Par-
liament in the Regulation (EC) No 66 on the EU Ecolabel has extended the possibility of
using the EU Ecolabel in all sectors for which environmental impact is a factor in con-
sumer choice, by stating also that for food and feed product groups, a study should be un-
dertaken to ensure that criteria are feasible and that added value can be guaranteed. To
complete this framework, a call for tender titled “EU Ecolabel for food and feed products
– feasibility study” (ENV.C.1/ETU/2010/0025), has been published recently. At the same
time, in the Strategic Research Agenda 2006-2020 the European Technology Platforms
Food for Life have defined sustainable food production as the most important challenge that
will be faced by the European food industry. An outcome of this process is the recently pub-
lished FP7 Call for 2011 under the theme Knowledge-Based Bio-Economy (KBBE / Food,
Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology), especially KBBE.2011.2.5-01 Environ-
mental sustainability in the European food and drink chain.

In order to find the possible directions to sustainable food production and consumption,
LCA has been applied for more than 15 years to agricultural and food systems, identify-
ing their environmental impacts throughout their life cycle and supporting environmental
decision making. A variety of databases and methodological approaches have been out-
lined over this period to support the applications of LCA to food systems.

The objectives of the conference have been:
– to show the recent developments in the methodology, approaches, databases and tools;
– to present applications of the LCA methodology to food product systems and to food
consumption patterns;
– to increase the use of LCA and other industrial ecology tools in agricultural and indus-
trial food products;
– to support information sharing and exchange of experience regarding environmental con-
scious decision making in the agri-food chain.

In organising this edition, the aim has been to keep the usual high scientific quality of
the Conference, while providing an occasion to involve the relevant stakeholders, includ-
ing some key players from the Agriculture, Industry, and Distribution sectors, the Institu-
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tional bodies and the Households. Ultimately, this edition has addressed all the key issues
for future LCA research that have been outlined during the previous edition (Zurich, 2008).

The structure of this book of Proceedings reflects the structure of the event: Volume 1
includes all the papers presented orally, which have been organized according to the Ses-
sion, either plenary or parallel, in which they have been discussed. Also, the same Volume
includes the contributions from the distinguished keynote speakers coming from the Insti-
tutions and from the Academic field, which have been presented during the opening of the
event.

Volume 2 of this book of Proceedings, instead, includes those papers that correspond to
the posters that have been displayed throughout the duration of the Conference. Also Vol-
ume 2 has been structured according to the topics discussed, since each poster presentation
has been assigned to a specific Session, as well.

About 300 participants coming from the four Continents have joined the event, and
slightly more than 200 works have been presented at the Conference. Besides 6 keynote
lectures, they include 86 platform and 114 poster presentations that have been peer-re-
viewed by the 21 members of the Scientific Committee, who are widely-recognized sci-
entists in the field of Food LCA. In addition, a selection of 15 papers among the platform
presentations will be further reviewed and published on a special forthcoming issue of the
Journal of Cleaner Production. A special thank goes to Don Huising, editor of the journal.

The positive feedback received so far has motivated me and my colleagues and friends to
work at the best of our capabilities. For this reason I would like to express special thanks to those
who have made the LCA Food 2010 possible: the Rector of University of Bari Aldo Moro Pro-
fessor Corrado Petrocelli, the institutions who kindly gave their patronage to the conference,
the companies and institutions who have sponsored the event, the members of the Scientific
Committee, who have assured the scientific quality of the works presented at the conference,
the Organising Committee and the Local Organizing Secretary headed by Mario Colonna. And,
most importantly, I would like to thank all the participants who have shared with us this amaz-
ing scientific and social experience, putting together the scientific community and the repre-
sentatives of businesses and institutions.

A special thank goes to Ettore Settanni for his precious collaboration during the life cycle
of the conference.

Much work is still to be done in this field, but an increasing emphasis on the topics of Food
LCA is leading to the next edition that will take place in Rennes, France in 2012.

Bruno Notarnicola
Conference organizer

II Faculty of Economics, Taranto
University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy
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